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Press Release: 






 February 2009
South East Dance welcomes Jamie Watton as new Chief Executive/Artistic Director  
South East Dance is delighted to announce the commencement of Jamie Watton’s post as new Chief Executive/Artistic Director. 

South East Dance is a National Dance Agency and a key player in both the regional and national dance infrastructure.  It has an outstanding reputation for screen dance and community dance and is currently contributing to the development of a major new dance space for the South East region. 

Jamie Watton, previously Senior Officer, Dance Strategy at Arts Council England’s national office, succeeds Mairead Turner, whose achievements as Chief Executive over the past four and a half years have positioned South East Dance as a key creative force. Jamie brings over 18 years of expertise to his new role.  

Jamie Watton says:

“I am delighted to be joining South East Dance. The South East attracts, and is home to some exceptional artists. It has a strong network of organisations committed to presenting dance, in addition to audiences that are hungry to see and take part in great dance work. South East Dance has a vital role to play and I look forward to working with partners within and beyond the region to ensure that dance in the South East, and across England, continues to flourish.”  
Bob Lockyer, Chair of the Board of Trustees, South East Dance says: 

"I am very pleased to welcome Jamie Watton as South East Dance's new Chief Executive and Artistic Director.  I know it will be exciting times for us all in the organisation, but most importantly for dance in the region."

Sally Abbott, Director of Arts, Arts Council England, South East says: 

“The appointment of Jamie Watton as the new Chief Executive/Artistic Director marks the next stage on an exciting journey for South East Dance.

As one of our regularly funded organisations, South East Dance is fast becoming a flagship arts organisation in the region. Arts Council England has recognised this by offering a significant uplift in funds to help them build on successes and achievements of recent years. This new phase offers great potential to continue this good work and we wish them all the best. “

Jamie began in post as Chief Executive/Artistic Director for South East Dance in late January 2009
Ends 

For media enquiries please contact:

Anna Jefferson, Press & Media Manager
Tel: 01273 645269. Email: anna.jefferson@southeastdance.org.uk

Notes to Editors:

· South East Dance was established in 1997 to support dance artists and practitioners within the South East region.  In 2000 it became a National Dance Agency and a regularly funded organisation of Arts Council England and extended its role to encompass wider national and international agendas. For more information visit www.southeastdance.org.uk. 
· Jamie Watton graduated from LABAN and Transitions Dance Company in 1990.  He established his own company, Physical Recall Dance Company in 1993 with whom he created 9 touring works, two films in partnership with the BBC and a number of site specific events. During his time as a practitioner Jamie created work for a number of companies including CandoCo (UK), Compania Instaval (Portugal) and Panta Rei (Norway) and collaborated with such artists as Yolande Snaith, Javier de Frutos and Yael Flexer. He also gained a reputation for creating performance work within the wider community including Tonic to the Nation, which secured a Paul Hamlyn Award for choreography and The House of Delights, which received a Time Out Award for dance. 

In 2001 Jamie began the transition from practitioner to manager, embarking on an MA in Arts Management at Anglia University, Cambridge.  After supporting a range of independent dance companies he joined the management team at Greenwich Dance Agency in 2003, before taking the position of Dance Officer at Arts Council England, South East. In 2007 he became Senior Officer, Dance Strategy at Arts Council England’s national office.   

Jamie continues to lecture in dance, choreography and community dance practice at a range of conservatoires and universities across Europe and beyond. 
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