
If you would like to host Debating Dance or have an idea for a topic to 
debate please contact Emily James, Projects Coordinator,  by 
emailing emily.james@southeastdance.org.uk or calling 01273 
645261. 

To ensure you’re kept up-to-date with South East Dance events and 
news, please join our mailing list by following the  link on our website: 
www.southeastdance.org.uk 
 
South East Dance was established in 1997 to support dance artists 
and practitioners within Brighton. In 2000 we became a National 
Dance Agency and a regularly funded organisation of Arts Council 
England, extending our role to encompass wider regional, national 
and international agendas. Our mission is to develop more and better 
dance, for communities, screen and performance thro ugh innovative, 
trailblazing and experimental programmes. We are pa ssionate about 
dance and excellence and creativity is at the heart of all our work. 

South East Dance welcomes you to our quarterly forum for artists, 
practitioners and anyone who loves dance: Debating Dance.        This is 
a new event which replaces our previous Artists’ Updates. 

Debating Dance provides a platform for debate around dance and 
dance practice.  Each quarter a new host will lead an evening with a 
subject of their choosing, and South East Dance will provide the 
support. This evening is hosted by Cecilia Macfarlane.   
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Tonight’s host, Cecilia Macfarlane, will focus on the issues  
provoked by intergenerational dance, describing her practice as a 
dance artist before opening up the debate to discuss how the 
stereotypes attached to dance can hinder the use of the art form in 
this field. 
 
Cecilia Macfarlane trained as a teacher at the Royal Academy of 
Dance and as a dancer at the London School of Contemporary 
Dance. She is an Oxford based independent dance artist with a  
national reputation for her work in the community.   
 
Cecilia is the founding director of Oxford Youth Dance, DugOut 
Adult Community Dance and Crossover Intergenerational Dance 
Company and co-founding director of Oxford Youth Dance  
Company.  She was a Senior Lecturer in Arts in the Community at 
Coventry University for nine years.  
 
Her work is based on her passionate belief that dance is for  
everyone; she celebrates the uniqueness and individuality of each 
dancer.  As a performer Cecilia is continually curi ous about  
expression, how movement can communicate so powerfully to  
others without the need for words.  
 
Her work is very influenced by her studies with Joan Skinner, 
Helen Poynor, Deborah Hay and most recently Anna Halprin. 

The evening will run as follows: 

 
18:00  Arrival, housekeeping and introductions 
18.10  Debating Dance with Cecilia Macfarlane 
19.00 Networking break 
19.15  Debating Dance with Cecilia Macfarlane 
20.45  Notices  
21.00  End 
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